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Submission
Colossians 3:18-25 (NKJV) 
18  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
19  Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 
20  Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 
21  Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 
22  Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 
Colossians 4:1 (NKJV) 
1  Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 

Today we get into some very politically incorrect doctrine.  The opposition to this comes from the concept of submission.  The thinking of the world is totally opposed to this concept.  Many Christians are opposed to this concept.  Many people misinterpret what the word means.  And some Christians demand submission of other Christians.  Some husbands demand submission of their wives and children, and some wives refuse any kind of submission to their husbands.  Some children refuse to recognize parental authority.  And we haven't even approached the world outside of the church, yet.  
It is not easy to tackle this topic because of the prejudices and sinfulness of the human race.  Yet we have it here.  We must deal with what it says.  

Now I am going to jump ahead, and then come back and deal with the issues we have just mentioned.

To rightly understand this topic, we need to know the context.  What is the context that we have from the previous chapters.

1.  We are hopeless sinners.

2.  We have been delivered from eternal death by an all loving Savior.

3.  Any goodness that we have is a gift from that Savior.

4.  Following Jesus will change us, but that is his work.

5.  We will all be slaves, either to Satan or Jesus.

Having reminded you of that, let's look at 3 verses that we did not read to keep us focused on the context.

23  And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
24  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 
25  But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
So in this discussion, we must maintain the understanding that we are talking about a person who is held in servitude to the grace and mercy of one who loves them and cares for them.  Doesn't sound so bad does it?  As we deal with each of the situations that we cover in the verses today, keep in mind that the advice, the actions, etc given are given for the one who is totally sold out for Jesus.  And I would hope that we all are.

So lets get back to the text.

Colossians 3:18 (NKJV) 
18  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
With that, let's take a definition.  
Webster Dictionary:  Submission: 
1.  the state of being obedient : the act of accepting the authority or control of someone else.

2 : the condition of being humble or obedient.
Now wives, I am going to say something that you may not like.  You can have your own way all the time or you can have a happy family, but you cannot have both.  
Now I know that whenever principles are mentioned, someone is going to pop up with the exception.  And sin causes exceptions.  Of that there is no doubt. 

And one exception that it caused, and causes, is that human beings tend to want to do what they want to do regardless of the relationship that they have with other people.

When Adam and Eve were created, they had a perfect union.  Neither was to rule over the other, and in the truest spiritual sense, there was a trinity of man, woman, and God.  In this relationship God was the ruler.  Submission of Adam and Eve to their creator was a natural thing.  And it was pleasant and fulfilling.  
All of  that changed when Eve decided that she did not need to be in submission to God.  Her ideas and her will was good enough to act on.  Is that not what the enemy was saying?

The result was that Eve chose another ruler who was cruel and harsh.  

Being driven from the garden changed everything.  No more long walks in the cool of the evening with the Creator.  No more personal instruction face to face.  The visible head of the family, God, was no longer visible, and the priesthood of the family fell to the husband.  
From that point on, submission to the husband became the pattern, but it was probably more ignored than experienced.  We don't have to look to far down the pages of history before we see how this played out.  

Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar.  Isaac and Rebecca and the twins.  Lot and his wife, who really seemed to teach their daughters well.  Women refusing to fully submit to their husbands and their role as family leader.  And look at the grief that we experience to this day. 

A car cannot make progress if the front wheels do not turn together.  A ship cannot make headway with two rudders going different directions. Families need to understand that the same principles apply for healthy families.
But remember our passage says that this submission is a submission that it fitting in the Lord.  A wife is to never submit to something that is forbidden by the Lord.

O.K. guys.  Colossians 3:19 (NKJV) 
19  Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.

Let me ask you a question.  Husbands, when you love your wife, how do you relate to their desires and wants?  Do you not want to submit to making things pleasant for the one that you love?  
And wives, if you relate to your husband in a Godly submission, is that not going to keep him from becoming bitter.  And ladies, if your Godly submission results in him loving you more, how can you lose?

But the enemy sends us on a downward spiral convincing each of us that our way is the best and we will somehow be cheated if we do not get what we want all the time regardless.  

I was visiting in a home one time and we were having a nice discussion of Christian things.  We had been there for a while, and the wife spoke up about something.  Her husband turned to her and said, essentially, "I am the head of the house.  You be quiet."
Now I am not sure how he got by with that.  I know that would not work in my house.  I wouldn't really want it to.  

So we must ask the question. Does headship imply domination? Let's see what Paul has to say elsewhere.

Ephesians 5:25-29 (NKJV) 
25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 
26  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 
27  that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 
28  So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 
29  For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.
The husband is to love his wife as he loves himself.

But more than that, the husband is to love his wife as much as Jesus loves him (He is part of the church.)

It is in this context that the husband is designated by God to the head of the household.  The leader.  And biblical leadership is service.
As we go on, we find that these principles flow over to the offspring of the marriage. 

Colossians 3:20-21 (NKJV) 
20  Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 
21  Fathers, (and mothers) do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.
Let me suggest, if the parents have their act together spiritually and relationally, the children are going to reflect that.
I was visiting a home locally.  I had sold them some extra materials that I had, and I was delivering them.  I was very impressed by the politeness of the children, and their peaceful interaction.  I didn't ask them if they had a good family life.  I didn't have to.  

A peaceful home is the greatest advertisement for Jesus Christ that there is.  Obedience will come easier for the children if they see love and cooperation between the parents.

Another thing that serves to keep peace is consistent rules and standards.  Nothing makes it harder for a child than capriciousness and instability.  

I for one am very glad that God never changes.  How about you?  The 10 commandments were not scribbled in sand, they were stenciled in stone.  
So parents, be consistent with your children.  

And boys and girls, may I have your attention please.  This text is for you to.  

Say it with me.  "Children obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord."

Now Christianity is not  only to be demonstrated in the home.

Paul goes on to say: 

Colossians 3:22 (NKJV) 
22  Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.
I once read the story of a missionary that was working to build up a mission.  The buildings had to be constructed, and fields cleaned so that crops could be grown.  

He had to run from place to place to make sure things were progressing on all fronts.

The only thing was, that when he got out of sight, the work would stop.

Now the missionary had a glass eye, so he came up with a bright idea.  He took out his glass eye and put it in an area where it looked towards where the work was supposed to be taking place.

This worked briefly.  But soon he came back and found that someone had crept up behind the eye and put a hat over it.  I think of that every time I read this passage.
Brothers and sisters, perhaps the greatest mission field for the church is WHERE you work. Perhaps your greatest witness is HOW you work.  

Now I believe that we agree that it is important to keep the Sabbath holy.  Do you agree?

But I believe that if you steal from your employer by stealing time, or being a sluggard, or refusing to do your best for him while you are on the clock, you have no business asking for Sabbaths off.  That would be a bad witness.  

To say that you want to honor God by observing the seventh-day Sabbath, but refusing to be the very best employee that you can be, brings disrepute to the name of God, and your church.  
Colossians 4:1 (NKJV) 
1  Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. 

If you are a boss, or employer, you have a responsibility to your employees.  I believe that the same counsel that we just received for parents towards their children can be part of the counsel toward employers.

Be fair. Be consistent. Be as generous as Jesus is with you.  

I was in a nursing home yesterday.  As I walked out, something to this effect was over the door.

"This is a Christian business to serve God."

It had a Bible text written below that statement. 

I believe that it was this: 
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) 
58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
That impressed me.  
But what also impressed me as I came in, and before I saw the sign going out, was that the place was very clean and neat, and the staff were friendly and helpful.  

If those people were to talk to me about their faith, I would have to take it seriously, because they did.
 Colossians 3:23-25 (NKJV) 
23  And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
24  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 
25  But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.
When we go shopping, we have an opportunity to speak for Jesus, by words or actions.  Every person we meet is someone who needs to know Jesus.  Almost every person that we meet needs a smile and some encouragement.  Every person that we do business with is someone who Jesus wants to see in his kingdom.
We have no idea what an individual may be going through.  By your attitude and grace share the peace of heaven.  And if you should be given an open door to speak of Jesus, take it with joy.

Brothers and sisters, these things are not to earn salvation.  In Christ those who have accepted him already have salvation.

This kind of a lifestyle is what happens when the Holy Spirit begins to bubble out of your life.

You are totally forgiven.
You are incredibly loved.

You are given the power of the Spirit.

You have the promise of a new earth.

You have the promise of a new body.

You have an inheritance waiting.

Do you have anything to be happy about?

Is that going to change your life?

So what are you going to do about it, Brother Christian?  What are you going to do about it, Sister Christian?  What are you going to do about it, Christian girls and boys?
PAGE  
10

