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Colossians 4:2-6 (NKJV) 
2  Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 
3  meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 
4  that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 
5  Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 
6  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
Seasoned with Salt.

Those of us who were at prayer meeting a week ago can probably remember Bro. Devlin's presentation on salt.  If at all possible you should be at mid-week services, because some good things happen there.

A quick review of what we have learned from Colossians.

1.  We are hopeless sinners.

2.  We have been delivered from eternal death by an all loving Savior.

3.  Any goodness that we have is a gift from that Savior.

4.  Following Jesus will change us, but that is his work.

5.  We will all be slaves, either to Satan or Jesus.

Now the last time, we began looking at what Christians will do when they experience those factors in their lives.  

Col 3:23  And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,
We looked at the area of interpersonal relationships and how they look in the life of a growing Christian that is a slave of Jesus Christ.  In quick summary, we find the principles of godly submission to a godly husband and father in the family; Mutual respect, fairness, and integrity in respect to how that Christian relates to employees or employer.
We find in this passage several things that help the Christian in this walk.  

When we approach the Christian experience we are often eager to talk about the what and the who, but not so much the how.  Being a Christian is not for the faint of heart.  Yes, we are given grace, forgiveness, and love, but that is from God. The world is not so kind to us.  
So how does a Stephen pray for forgiveness for his stoners?  How does Jesus ask forgiveness for those pounding spikes through his body?  How does a Paul put up with the shenanigans of a Corinth or Colossae?  

This is important because the gospel thrives on relationships.  First a relationship with God.  Second relationships within the family, and third, relationships with your associates.
And in case you don't know this, the world is based on relationships, good or evil.
First and foundational is the necessity of prayer.  Now this is something that the Christian should instinctively know.  Kneeling down in the morning and evening to approach God is important.  Unfortunately, that kind of prayer can sometimes degenerate to formalism. Perhaps more important is a constant kind of ongoing communication with God, off and on throughout the day.
I believe that is where the real strength lies.  

Note the words used in our passage:

Continue in prayer.

Vigilant in prayer.

Thanksgiving in prayer.

Praying for others.

Pray for the spreading of the Gospel.

Pray for those who are spreading the Gospel.

Now this does not mean crawling around on your knees all day long.  

Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul. It is daily admission of one's weakness. It is better in prayer to have a heart without words than words without a heart.  Mahatma Gandhi
What it does mean is that your thoughts turn immediately to God in any situation in which you may have concerns, difficulties, (we don't have much trouble doing that) thanksgiving, and praise.  

Now that is a little troublesome when we read passages like "in all things give thanks."  Any of you have trouble with that?  I know I do.  Not theoretically, but in practice.  

The principle here is that the Christian is not going to let the world around him determine his state of mind.  Now we are talking theory here.  Looking at the life of Jesus, we see that he experienced joy and sorrow.  But he never deviated from his path because of it.  He never got the big head when he was applauded, and he never crawled in a hole when he was chastised.  
In theory,  the same thing applies to the follower of Christ.  We are going to get tired, we are going to have difficulties, our friends and families are going to disappoint us, and on and on.  But none of that should change our direction.  We continue in our conversation with God.  
And by the way, when we talk with God we need to be honest.  Using pious language and not being real with God probably makes him chuckle.  We may be praying with our lips that we forgive, for instance, when our hearts are boiling with rage.  God sees the rage.  So talk to him about it.  Then begin thanksgiving.  

There is little that can turn things around for us emotionally than thanksgiving.  

I never lamented about the vicissitudes of time or complained of the turns of fortune except on the occasion when I was barefooted and unable to procure slippers. But when I entered the great mosque of Kufah with a sore heart and beheld a man without feet I offered thanks to the bounty of God, consoled myself for my want of shoes and recited: 'A roast fowl is to the sight of a satiated man Less valuable than a blade of fresh grass on the table And to him who has no means nor power A burnt turnip is a roasted fowl.'  .....Sa'di
Now let's look at the progression of prayer in this passage.
Continue earnestly.

Be vigilant in thanksgiving.  We have looked at that.

Then pray for others.

Thanksgiving for God's acts to us will lead to praying that others experience those same blessings.  What we pray for reflects our level of spiritual maturity.  We are to pray for the physical concerns for friends and family.  However, we are much more encouraged to pray for the spiritual concerns of the same.

Your prayers should lead to actions.  What is the point of praying for someone to have food if we could share what we have and answer the prayer?  What good is prayer if we ask for blessings on the poor and needy and then refuse to do what is within our power to do to remedy the situation?  

James 2:15-16 (NKJV) 
15  If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 
16  and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?

Likewise in the spiritual realm.  If you pray that someone get to know Jesus, but refuse to show the love of Jesus to them, is that not vanity?  
Paul was so concerned that the gospel be delivered to the leaders of his time that he ended up in chains.  Where are we on that scale?

Paul wanted prayer not only that he be able to preach the gospel, but that he be able to do it in a way that would be appealing.  ..."4  that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak."

There are many ways of saying the same thing.  Some are more effective than others.  It is not just the words.  It is the context, the body language, the looks that go along with those words.  Paul is asking the church to pray that God will help him give a powerful total witness that will bring people to Jesus.  

Likewise we, when we say the right words, let us be sure that we are sharing the right attitude to go along with those words.

5  Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.      

The whole purpose of the Christian life is to reproduce Christians.  Shepherds do not make sheep.  Sheep make sheep.  
The whole list that Paul has given us in these verses is leading to a purpose.
We are to continue in prayer, we are to be vigilant in prayer, we are to pray for each other, so that doors may be open that the word of God be proclaimed.  The purpose is to walk in wisdom to those who are "outside."

Now I do not want to go into who is inside and who is outside, or what is inside or what is outside.  Only God knows for real who is and what is.  But let me say with assurance, that Paul is concerned with who has found and accepted the freedom and grace of God as opposed to those who have not experienced that glory.  

He is not talking about a knowledge thing.  He is talking about an experience thing.

Something that he had experienced.  An encounter, for him, on the road to Damascus.
Those who are outside are those who are not slaves to Christ.  They have another master, no matter what church or building they enter.  Those who are on the inside are those who are slaves to Jesus Christ, no matter what church or building they enter.  
That means that there are people in this congregation that are outside, and some that are inside.  There are some in our circle of influence that are outside and some that are inside.  That is not for us to judge, but we are to be witnessing to them by the prayerful, peaceful, thankful lives that we live.  

How we relate to those who are outside in a large part determines if they even want to be inside.

I have never recommended a restaurant that served lousy food.  I have never recommended a car that would not run.  I have never recommended a book that I hated.  
I do not want people to share in the disappointments in my world.  Particularly spiritually.  But when I like something, when I find a delectable dish, when I read an uplifting book.....   And when I find joy in my Lord,  I want to share it.  And I will with enthusiasm. 

BTW that word, enthusiasm, literally means god in you:  filled with ecstasy arising from supposed possession by a god.  
Now we see some enthusiasm that does not come from Jehovah God.  We see a lot of idolatry right now in politics.  Each side is stridently proclaiming that their god or goddess is the only one that can cure the world of its difficulties.

Brothers and sisters, all such nonsense is dead wrong.  All that any human being can do at the most is paper over the deep problems of this world.

You can say that such people shouting slogans and epitaphs are enthused.  They are infused with the spirit of a pagan god.

But true enthusiasm points to a real solution for the problems and difficulties of the world that so truly need solving.  

That is why we need the last verse so much.

6  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one. 
Again, we need to remember that it is not so much what we say as how we say it.  If you need help with this, practice on your dog.  
In your kindest tone of voice tell him what a rotten ugly cur of a mutt he is.  What is his reaction?

Then in your loudest harshest voice tell him that he is the most loyal, loving, kind pet you have ever had.  What is the reaction?

Now when you get it to the point where you can tell your dog the nice things in a tone that convinces him, then begin working on people.  The nicest way that you can.

BTW, this will not necessarily work with cats.

Breaking it down.

Let your speech be with grace.

The English are probably best known for speech discrimination.  The main character in My Fair Lady says, "The minute an English man opens his mouth he makes some one hate him."  

And even in our less stratified culture, we quickly pick up tones and figures of speech that give away our heritage.

On the night Jesus was arrested, Peter denied Jesus, and was caught in his lie because of the way he talked, and he made things worse by denial and cursing.  

 His mouth betrayed his heart.
But not too long in the future it would be said of the disciples that they turned the world upside down, and by their speech it was evident that they had been with Jesus.  

James 1:19, 26 (NKJV) 
19  So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 
26  If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.
Psalm 12:3 (NKJV) 
3  May the LORD cut off all flattering lips, And the tongue that speaks proud things, 
Psalm 15:1-3 (NKJV) 
1  A Psalm of David. LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? 
2  He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart; 
3  He who does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend; 
Let's read our passage again as we close.
Colossians 4:2-6 (NKJV) 
2  Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 
3  meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 
4  that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak. 
5  Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. 
6  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.
Paul would have each of us make these words our creed, our goal.  I want them to guide me.  How about you?
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